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LIFE  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  PLANK  PIuNSERS 
(Read  at  the  reunion  at  Ike  Schrocks  in  Aufust,  /A.  D.  19000 

'  •*.  lie  Ichor  Plank  and  wife  were  born  in  Switzerland  in  the  early 

Seventeen  Hundreds,  emigrated  to  America  in  about  the  year  1745. 

V/ere  kidnaped  and  brought  to  N.  Y.  ,  Sold  to  a  nan  near  N.  Y.  to  pay 

their  passenger  charges;  afterwards  taken  to  Lancaster  Co.,  Fa., 

where  they  paid  the  balance  of  their  fare  charges  at  hard  labor. 

Here  they  began  their  career  of  life.  To  then  were  born  in 

America  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely,  John,  Jacob,  peter,  and 

'Christian,  Barbara  and  Yargaret,  all  born  in  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

Not  being  able  to  learn  anything  of  the  life  and  progress  of 

i 

our  Great,  Great  Grandfather,  we  will  begin  the  consideration  of  his 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  Viz:  John,  Christian,  Jacob,  Jeptha, 
David,  and  Abraham,  Fannie,  Yagdalena,  Barbara,  Rebecca,  and  Sal ora. 
(Cne  being  an  invalid,  died  young) .  The  others  all  grew  up  to  man¬ 
hood  and  womanhood  and  all  reared  large  families,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Rebecca's  family,  who  all  died  in  infancj'. 

Jacob  Plank,  during  his  life  in  Penn.,  operated  a  cabinet  shop, 
not  quite  certain  that  he  farmed  any,  his  records  showing  that  he 
transacted  considerable  business  in  settling  up  estates,  etc.  In 
about  the  year"  1820  he,  with  the  younger  members  of  his  family, 

t 

moved  to  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio*  Those  already  married,  soon  followed  their 

? 

'parents  and  all  settled  in  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.  John  and  Christian 

beginning  their  carreer  of  life  in  Pa.,  and,  acoording  to  the  old 

\  . 
i 

records,  John  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  and  ^Christian  was  a 
■farmer,  who  leased  a  farm  for  several  years  and  occupied  same  un¬ 
til!  he  moved  east.  His  landlord,  after  the  expiration  of  his  lease, 
presented  him  with  a  nice  young  horse,  as  a  reward  for  his  faith¬ 
fulness  and  honesty  as  a  renter.. 


;  -•  w..:  M 

. 


.  • 

■:i  •  Iv  c  i  ..  aaanxai/d  =  £  <i;  r:oo  bs  o 


,  -3  *"*V£  fix  bsljjeg  X..fjs  X’  i  n  n..  : 


><s  *  rxx  e"t :  £  to  zeezz&o  zioris  '  •*•; ' 

bnn 


it  is  ..  fJ  OJ  nx  ci  I  a;J9  b  >v, 

h  r  »  ••  -  -=*  «S31Qfl  3.-U0'  904  f  £  ,'ttYI  V.  U  hi  .19  Stiff;  '■ 


MW/ 


(2) 


By  this  v/e  see  that  he  had  alreacy  estab]  ishe-d  -a  ceh-Aracter  above 


i re  proach. 


John,  if  v/e  mistake  not,  entered  a  partnership  with  his  fat  he 

> 

and  thev  engaged  in  the  gristmilling  business  send -later -buil  t  a 
cav:  mill  and  cabinet  shop..  People  cane  cany  Ttiil-as  *- to  "go t '  their 
furniture  cade  to  order  and  had  their  o±a  rurn i'tu re  repaired  * 

t  .  - 

They  also  cade  coffins.  John  employed  four  cen,  usually,  in  his 
’cabinet  shop  and  they  worked  from  five  o(  clock -An  M*  -until  nine 

i 

o (clock  P*  11.  Ke  was  very  just  but  fire  with  his  employers*  Some 

:years  later  Christian  also  built' a"  grist  cill,  '-arte -‘half  mile  down 

; 

•  the  stream  on  Apble  Creek,,  as  the  one  cill  could  “not  do  all  the 
grinding  that  was  brought  to  the  cill*  Fany  years  'the*T  were  so 
i  crowded  with  custom  work  that  they  had  to  run  "the-ir  'mills  day  and 
night,  and  in  case  of  emergency  would  grind  on  -Sunday  but  only  in 
such  cases* 

[ 

;  The  nioneer  Planks  were  cen  of  more  than  -'orid-i'narv  ‘-talents. 

r 

r- 

.Being  natural  mechanics,  they  could  turn  their  -hand  't'o  -anything, 

t 

i 

» 

| they  were  men  of  good  judgement  and  cade  good  use  of  -it.  Among  th 
‘early  pioneers  there  were  farcers,  millers,  cabinet 'makers ,  black¬ 
smiths  and  dentists,  the  people  coming  many  miles  to  have  their 
teeth  extracted..  Because  of  their  skill  they  soon  became  very  nor 

i 

' 

ular  and  accomodated  people  in  almost  any  line  of  business.  Yet, 
las  they  had  to  deal  with  all  calsses  of  people,  they  met  with  many 

i 

t 

!  dif f icult  ies  and  because  of  the  many  obstacles  thrown  in  their  rat 

i 

j. 

jv;ay,  in  early  life,  had  to  cake  many  sacrifices  in  order  to  get 

i 

l  , 

aiong  aggreeanly . 

Their  nearest  market  was  Cleveland,  fifty  miles  north.  As 
the  roads  usually  were  in  a  very  bad  condition  a  number  of  then 
would  go  together,  as  one  man  on  the  road  alone  was  'not  able  to 


'  i  I 
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'get  through.  They  would  often  mire  with  their  loads,  and  be  com- 

i 

palled  to  help  each  other  out.  Their  outfits  consisted  of  a  large 

Tjagon  covered,  with  from  four  to  six  horses  hitched  to  each  wagon. 

•(  .  » 

It  would  take  from  six  to  eaght  days  to  make  the  trip  there  and  re- 

I 

'turn. 

Some  years  later  a  canal  was  built  running  from  Cleveland  south 
through  Clinton,  Fulton  and  JTascilln,  which  then  became  the  market 

towns.  The  country  now  becoming  more  settled  they  had  much  better 

i 

roads  and  marketing  was  done  more  easily.  They ( grandfather  and  brother 

(  _  _ 

John,.  I  presume)  followed  the  milling  business,  buying  wheat  and 


into  flour, 

and  del ivered 

it 

to  the 

above  named  towns, 

either  sold  o 

r  shinned  to 

A. 

the 

1 arger 

markets. 

days  they  ei 

then  tramped 

out 

their  v 

v he  at  with  horses 

t  out  with  a 

flail.  This 

was 

a  tedious  job  and  generally 

done  in  winter.  Wr  D.  H.  Flank,  the  author  of  this  letter,  says, 

"1  remember  well,  when  dressed  in  course  fax  trousers  of  riding  the 

\  - 

horses  for  nv  father  many  a  dayr  until  it  would  almost  gauld  the  horses 

i 

back.  I  was  about  as  ghaa  to  get  off  the  horse  as  the  horse  was 

to  get  rid  of  me.  After  the  wheat  was  tramped  out  and  separated 

from  the  straw,  it  was  then  separated  from  the  chaff,  on  a  wiridy  day,  - 
!  * 

by  throwing  the  chaff  and  wheat  into  the  air,  and  the  wind  would  sep¬ 
arate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

» 

Seeing  the  need  of  something  better,  the  Planks  invented  a 
fanning  mill  to  separate  the  wheat  from  thechaff,  which  proved  to  be 

3.  great  success  and  a  great  success  along  this  line.  These  mills 

\ 

m  .  j  . 

were  manufactured  at  John  Plank's  cabinet  shop  and  known  as  the 

•  i 

Plank  mill,  and  sold  all  over  the  country. 

» 

i 

In  the  early  days  the  Planks  raised  flax  (presume  they  raised 

pane  too)  which  they  manufactured  into  fabrics,  from  which  they  made 

{ 

their  own  clothes,  bedding,  towels,  grain  sacks,  etc. 
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How  the  good  old  mothers  did  toil  and  labor  until  this  flax 
•,?as  ready  for  the  weaver*  The  men  would  break  the  flax  and  the 

[ 

;  Honan  would  scutch'  it  and  get  it  ready  to  spin,  which  was  done  in 
the  most  skillful  manner;  making  their  own  line  thread  that  could 
not  be  excelled  anywhere*  During  the  long  winter  evenings  they  would 
run  a  spinning  wheel  until  ten  o( clock  and  at  five  o’clock  in  the 
corning  the  hum  of  the  wheel  could  be  heard  again. 

The  life  of  the  early  pioneers  was  a  very  strenous  one.  The 
,  cen  were  in  shops  and  mills  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  until 

i 

. 

late  at  night.  They  were  not  accustomed  to  loafing  around  coun- 
;  try  stores  in  the  evening,  whittling  store  boxes,  spinning  yarns  or 

|  ^  R  *T<I  *  jl!  t  *  .  *  ,r 

■  devising  plans  by  which  they  might  find  an  easier  job  or  dictate 

I 

j  as  to  what  Uncle  Sam  should  do  for  them  to  make  tasks  more  easy,  lessen 

i 

their  hours  and  increase  their  wages. 


In  those  days  -wheat,  sold,  at  40  ir  50  cents  per  bushel  and 


|  the  farmer  had  to  take  part  of  in  trace*  They  would  exchange  their 

I  grain  for  leather,  fish,  salt  and  such  other  things  needed  in  the 

! 

'hone  that  they  could  not  grow  or  make  themselves.  Leather  they 

f 

'  had  to  have  to  make  their  harness,  shoes  and  boots,  which  were  fre- 
\  quently  manufactured  at  home  on  the  farm*  Boots  and  shoes  were 

i 

I  ’ 

,  not  made  of  split  leather  in  those  days,  but  of  heavy  cowhide, 

I 

» 

i 

one  nair  lasting  a  year  or  more. 

i 

They  would  take  their  wool  and  bovs  to  the  hatter,  have  the 

|  ■  .  -lf  .  ,  .  .  \  • 

j  boys  heads  measured  for  hats,  which  were  made  to  fit  their  heads  and 

j were  about  as  hard  as  a  board  but  they  kept  their  heads  warm  and 

t 

[wore  well.  The  old  mothers,  in  thosedays,  wore  plain  straw  ha+s, 
which  were  worn  with  a  low  crown  and  wide  brim  and  made  or  rye  straw* 
|  These  they  wore  when. riding  horse  back,  tying  they  down  over  their 

•heads  on  bo'h  sides,  leaving  the  ends  open,  which  gave  them  the 

r 

V 

appearance  of  a  grocers  scoop,  upside  down* 

*  «  u  *  ' 
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Ko thing  uncommon  to  see  the  women  on  horse  hack  with  as  many 
smaller  children  asccould  be  placed  on  the  horse.  It  was  cuetor.aryy 
:r.  those  days,  to  have  from  one  to  three  sice  saddles  in  the  fan¬ 
ny  depending  on  the  number  of  girls  in  the  family,  as  they  had 
hue  to  go  either  on  foot  or  horseback,  if  they  wished  to  attend 
church  or  go  anywhere.  ’.Then  the™  could  not  all  go  on  horses  they 
frequently  walked  ten  miles  to  church.  Carriages  and  fine  ve¬ 
hicles  were  not  known  in  those  days.  '  . 

After  many  years  of  hard  work  they  progresses  a  little  fur¬ 
ther,  the  carriage  bui  t  in  the  snaps  of  moving  wagon  of  today 
closed  on  both  sides,,  and  +he  only  way  one  could  get  into  their 
carriage  was  to  get  up  behind  the  horses  and  climb  in  from  the  front 
end.  There  were  no  springs  under  the  bodies  (or  bed)  and  they 
were  made  in  the  most  simple  manner. 

In  the  early  days  of  pioneer  life,  the  men  would  exchange 
work (the  neighbors  would  help  each  other)  especially  in  rolling 
ana  piling  logs,  as  hired  help  in  those  days  was  scarce,  not  only 
not  only  that  but  they  but  they  had  nothing  to  hire  with,  hence  they 


were  obliged  to  assist  each  other. 


Many  times  they  would  be  logging 


i  for  a  week  and  over.  The  men  would  pile  the  logs  and  set  them  on 

f 

|  fire,  they  the  women  would  take  charge  of  the  fires,  and  the  men  go 
to  another  neighbor  and  do  the  same,  the  women  keeping  ~he  fires 
turning  until  the  men  returned  home  at  night,  when  the  men  would  take 
charge  of  the  fires  andf requently  not  get  to  bed  untill  midnight  or 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  after  a  hr ad  days  work  rolling  logs. 

7/e  can  readily  see  b,ry  this  that  the  life  of  the  early 
pioneers  was  not  an  easy  one.  The}'  endured. many  hardships,  often 
times  exposing  themselves  almost  beyond  endurance,  but  like  heroes, 
they  faced  the  battle,  as  brave  men  and  women,  and  finally  gained 
the  victory-  The  mighty  oaks  fell  before  them  and  give  way  to 


•  '  • 
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other  products,  which  were  of  -lore  use  10  the  inhabitants. 

After  many  years  of  toil  and  exposure,  they  succeeded  in  clear¬ 
ing  their  farms,  improving  them  in  the  most  skillful  manner , 
building  fine  houses,  barns  and  all  necessary  out  buildings, 
their  farms  were  among  the  best  improved  in  the  country  and  al¬ 
ways  kipt  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  Planks  did  all 
their  business  in  a  business  like  way,  beigg  prompt  in  their  deal¬ 
ings  and  always  paying  their  honest  debts.  “Honesty  is  the  best 
policy",,  was  their  motto  and  principle. 

Their  education  was  very  limited.  The  old  pioneers  could  read, 

•  Tjrite  and  figure  quite  well,  out  this  is  about  as  far  as  they  had 

i 

i 

|  advanced  in  this  line.  Many  goon  aid  mothers  could  not  write 
j  their  own  names  and  aoout  .the  only  book  they  could  reac  was  the 

f  *  • 

i 

sidle,  this,  excepting  the  primary  oooks,  oeing  aoout  the  only 

i 

|  pook  in  school,  in  those  ,days,  out  as  they  journeyed  along  in  life 

» 

I  they  saw  the  necessity  of  a  better  education,,  ouilt  school  houses, 

i  •  '  • 

|  hireu  guod  teachers,  sent  their  children  to  school  regularly,  and 

< 

i 

gave  then  what  they  termed  a  good  common  school  education,  viz; 

i 

reading,,  writing  and  arithmetic;  grannie r  and  geography  not  being 
!  considered  necessary. 

i  -  * 

* 

We  now  find  the  Planks,  men  and  women,  in  all  professions, 

r 

i  and  vocations  of  life.  Preachers,  teachers,  lawyers,  doctors r 

i 

/ 

I  "enchants,  mechanics,  R.  R.  agents  and  farmers.  Having  grown  in 
* 

i 

\  very  numerous  we  find  them  in  every  state  of  the  union.  As  to  their 
?  religion,  and  work  in  the  church,  they  were  very  much  devoted  to 

S  ’-heir  God  and  church,  anc  true  to  each  other,  their  characters  abobe 

f 

|  •  • 

'  reproach.  They  firmly  believed  in  the  church  supporting  its  self, 

. 

t 

•  to  provide  for  their  aged  brothers  and  sisters,  in  the  church,  and 


j.  to  care  for  the  poor,  for  which  purpose  they  would  lay  upaims 


,  sice  < 


. 
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PLANK  FAMILY  NOTES 


Plank  Family  History-  handed  down  from  Ross  ,Plenk,  Los  Angeles,  1959 

:  £  > 

Jeane  Planche,  head  of  a  Huguenot  family,  emigrated  from  Switzerland  to 
America,  having  sought  refuge2in  Switzerland  after  the  revocation  of  the 
"Edict  of  ^antes"  in  1685.  He  arrived  in  New  York  in  Dec.,  1709  and 
registered  as  remaining  there  during  the  following  winter.  He  left  male 
issue.  One  branch  settling  in  Chester  County,  Penna  and  one  in  New  England. 

The  Tioga.  County,  Penna.,  branch  record  runs  like  this: 

Robert  Plank  married  Hannah  Cooper  June  20,  1723.  Children:  John;  Asa; 
William;  Robert;  Elizabeth;  Rachel(died  young);  Deborah;  Hannah. 

John  married  Ludia  Jeffords  Feb.  15,  1750.  William  lived  in  Tompson,  Conn. 
His  son,  Zebediah,  was  born  in  Conn-lived  in  Pomfret,  Conn. -married  Olive  J. 
Homes  Dec.  7,  1780-L'hildren:  atilda;  Waldo;  Elizah;  Elisha;  Elizabeth; 

Lovel . 

Lovel,  son  of  Zebediah,  born  in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  April  24,  1785,  died  in 
Brookfield  Township,  Tioga  Bounty,  Penna.,  Oct  1,  1864.  Lovel  resided  in 
Conn,  until  after  his  marriage,  then  lived  in  Oneida  Co.,  N.Y.  until  1831 
when  he  moved  to  Tioga  Co.,  Penna.,  Brookfield  Township.  He  married 
Mehitable  Metcalf.  Children  were:  Sylvester  i. (married  Permelia  Stanton); 
Daniel  L.  (married  Eliza  White);  Olive  J . (married  Samuel  Robison);  Isaac; 
Charles;  Harvey;  Laura  L. (married  John  George) . 

Sylvester  L.  Plank,  born  Oct.  11,  1809-  died  Jan.  22,  1884.  Married 
Permeii a  "Stanton  June  21,  1830.  Children.  George  L,  b.  Feb.  23,  1833; 
Cornelia  D.,  b.  Mar.  2,  1835-died  Nov.  3,  1861(?);  Henry  F.,  d*'  Aug.  15, 

18 3 6 -died  Mar.  15,  1863;  Daniel  M.,  b.  *Aar.  28,  1839-died  Jan.  18,  1893 
(This  Daniel  M.  is  the  gr .grandfather  of  Ross  Plank);  David  S.,  b.  May  31, 
1842-  died  June  26,  1913;  Olive  J.,  b.  July  3,  1844-  died  April  5,  19u8 ; ” 
Harriet  F.  b.  Mar.  18,  IF47-died  June  18,  1893;  Cordelias.,  b.  Nov.  11, 
1849-died  Jan.  23,  1852;  Emory  3.,  b.  Dec.  5,  1852-died  Mar.  4,  1918 

David  S.  Plank,  b.  May  31,  1842-died  June  26,  1913.  He  married  Harriet  Howe 
Sept,  ffl,  IB  "6  3  (Just  dept. ,  1863)  Children:  denry  F.,  b.  Mar.  19,  1864; 

Fannie  T.  b,  April  21,  1866-died  Feb.  20,  1TO2 

Henr}r  F ,  Plank,  b.  Mar.  19,  1864,  married  wary  Deihl  Sept.  27,  1891-She 
died  Apr  i  1  18,  1897-  Chi]_^ren;  Joseph  D.,  b.  Mar.  29,  1894,  married  Edith 
Zimmer  Schoonour  July  4,  1900.  3he  died  May  18,  1915. 

Dan  Plank  and  his  brother,  Henry,  entered  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Painted  Post, 
N.Y..  Henry  died  in  the  service. 

Dan  lived  at  We#tfield,  PennQrHornell,  New  York-  and  near  Carthage,  N.Y. 

He  married  Lillian  Roc  -  Their  only  son,  Floyd,  married  Mildred  Ross  and 
lived  in  Hornell,  N.Y-  ,  later  moving  to  California  where  he  died  in  1946. 

His  son,  Robert J^oss,  married  Joy  White  and  lives  in  Los  Angeles-  Their 
daughters  are:  A’ancy  Ann-age  4;  Mary  Jill-age  2  plus;  Wendy  Jo,  age  1  plus 

Ross  D.  Plank  -  2835  Shadowlawn  Avenue-  Los  Angeles  39,  Calirornia  (1962) 
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oage  6  -  Plank  Notes:  HOITD3  iJCO  Y00JA3^30 

Christian  Plank,  son  of  John  iuelchoir  &  Margaret,  born  _ _,  1771,  died 

May  4,  1851,  married  Barbara  SToder; 

Children: 

1-  John,  b.  Aug.  3,  1793,  d.  April  20,  1868;  marriec:  Barbara  ^antz 

2-  Magdelene  (Mattie),  b.  1794;  d.  A891;  married  Samuel  jjlantz  (data  of  desc¬ 

endants  given  in  the  Lantz  Genealogy. 

3-  Barbara  Plank  -  have  no  data  on  her 

4-  Isaac  Plank,  b.  /  d.  Nov.  4,  1879,  age  80  yr.  1  mo.  12  da,  buried 

in  Locust  Grove  Cemetery,  Belleville,  Penna.  -  iaarried  Barbara  Yoder. 

5-  Jacob  -  have  no  data  on  him 

j 

6-  Samuel  -  have  no  data  on  him 

7-  Christian,  b.  1792-  murdered  while  carrying  proceeds  of  a  s&le  of  his 

mill  products  from  C  unty  to  Mifflin  County,  in  1837;  married 

Rebecca  Mapp.  5 

This  #7,  Christian,  was  the  father  of:  John  Plank;  Susannah  Plank,  Michael  L. 

Plank  and  Christian  Plank,  minors  who  were  placed  under  guradianship 
of  their  Grandfather,  Christian  Plank  and  mother,  Rebecca  Plank,  as 
per  file  No.  3581  Mifflin  Co.  Court-  Jan.  1,  1837-Jan.  1,  1838 

4 

Th',s  minor  son,  Christian,  was  barn  August  25,  1825-  IAe  married  in 

Union  County,  Penna,  January  17,  1850,  to  mary  A.  Reish.  They  had, 

as  per  family  records  and  as  per  historical  &  Biographical  of  LaG range 

and  Npble  Count  yes,  Indiana,  1882/  the  following  children : 

1-  Elmirs-  m'd  Mr.  Bingham-  I  am  in  touch  with  a  2nd  cousin.  Ora  Bingham, 
of  ■L,a  Grange,  Ind.,  son  of  Limire  Plank. 

2-  Lydia  C.  (Aunt  £ate-  she  married  0^&Hjif~^ehmer-  a  son  lives  in  Reno, 

A‘ev.-  granddaughter  of  Aunt  ^ate  lives  in  Petoskey,  Michigan) 

3-  Michael  S.  -  m'd  uary  Beatty-  his  daughter,  Bessie  Newson,  lives  in 
Boyne  Falls,  Michigan. 

4-  Susan  R.  (Susan  Rebecca-  She  married  Jacob  Plank  a  2nd  cousin  -  lived 

for  many  years  in  Lyons,  Kansas-  iater  moved  to  Me  Minneville,  Oregon- 
her  daughter,  Lilly  Griffeth,  still  has  the  old  homestead  ne  r  Me 
Minnville-  lives  in  Portland. 

5-  Erie  Malinda-  married  Adam  Hershberger-  They  moved  to  Central  City, 
Nebraska  -  descendants  still  live  there-  some  in  uregon,  etc. 

6-  Daniel  R.  died  age  7 

7-  John  Englehart-  moved  to  near  Central  City,  ^ebr-  died  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  at  the  home  of  his  son,  John  L.  Plank-  had  a  large  family. 

8-  Ada  Lucfna-  ray  grandmother-  m'd  William  Franklin  Thomas-  lived  in 
Lyons,  Kansas,  for  many  years-  removed  to  Buffalo,  Oklahoma,  where 
grandpa/  Thomas,  died  in  1915-  Grandma  died  in  Pearl  City,  Illinois, 
Jan.  2,  1939  -  had  8  child  ren. 

9-  George  Washington  Asher  Plank-  had  12  children-  lived  in  Missouri- 
Lyons,  Kansas,  etc.  died  in  Durango,  Colo-  children  live  in  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  and  California. 

The  forgoing  pages  typed  February,  1963,  by  Walter  L.  Van  Brocklin 

3064  South  60th  St.  Apt  3 
Milwaukee,  19,  Ti  scons in 
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LIFE  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  PLANK  PIONEERS 
(Read  at  the  Plank  Reunion  at  Ike  Schrock's  in  August,  1900) 

Melchoir  Plank  and  wife  were  born  in  Switzerland  in  the  early  1700 's- 
emigrated  to  America  about  the  year  1745.  Were  kidnaped  and  brought  to  N.Y., 
so  Id  to  a  man  near  N.Y.  to  pay  their  passenger  charges;  afterwards  taken  to 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  where  they  peid  the  balance  of  their  fare  charges  at 
hard  labor. 

Here  they  bagan  their  carreer  of  life.  To  them  were  born  in  America,  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  namely  John,  Jacob,  Peter  and  Christian,  Barbara  and 
raargaret,  all  born  in  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

About  the  year  1800,  perhaps  earlier,  they  moved  to  Mifflin  Co.,  Pa. Melchoir 
Eledk  died  in  about  the  year  1817,  his  wife  dying  several  years  later.  All  their 
children  were  married  in  Pa. 

Not  being  able  to  learn  anything  of  the  life  and  progress  of  our  Great- 
Great  -Grandfather,  we  will  begin  the  consideration  of  his  son,  Jacob,  the  second 
generation.  His  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  vis:  John, 
Christian;  Ja.cob,  Jeptha,  David  and  Abraha,  and  Fannie,  ^agdalena,  Barbara, 
Rebecca,  and  Jalome.  (one  being  an  invalid,  died  young.)  The  others  all  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  all  reared  large  familiew,  with  the  exception  of 
Rebecca's  family,  who  all  died  in  infancy. 

Jacob  Plank,  during  his  life  in  Penn.,  operated  a  cabinet  slop,  not  certain 
that  he  farmed  any,  his  records  show  that  he  transacted  considerable  business 
in  settline  up  estates,  etc..  In  about  the  year  1820,  he,  with  the  younger 
members  of  his  family,  moved  to  Wayne  Co.,  0.  Those  already  married,  soon 
followed  their  parents  and  all  settled  in  Wayne  Co.,  0.  John  and  Christian 
beginning  their  carreer  of  life  in  Pas.,  and,  according  to  the  old  records, 

John  vo  rkea  at  the  carpenter  trade  and  Christian  was  a  farmer  who  leased  a 
farm  for  several  years  and  occupied  same  until  he  moved  east.  His  landlord, 
after  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  presentee  him  with  a  nice  young  horse,  as 
a  regard  for  his  faithfulness  and  honesty  as  a  renter.  By  this,  we  see  that  he 
had  already  established  a  character  above r  eproach. 

This  can  be  said  of  all  the  pioneer  Planks,  by  their  honesty,  precept, 
ana  example,  they  won  the  admiration  and  confidence  of  air  people  they  came 
in  contact  with,  '-“-heir  words  being  as  good  as  gold  and  t  eir  creed  good 
anywhere,  they  soon  became  popular  and  -were  classed  among  the  best  citizens. 

By  the  records  we  notice  that  they  worked  on  the  farm,  faithfully  for  25 
cents  per  day,  cradling  and  reaping  the  grain  in  harvest  for  50  cents  per  day. 
After  moving  to  >ayne  Co.,  0.,  ,acob  entered  a  tract  of  heavy  oak  timberland 
through  wich  ran  the  stream  of  water  named  "Little  Ample  Creek."  Here,  he  sold 
2  eighty-acre  tracts  to  his  sons,  Christian  and  David. 

John,  if  we  mistake  not,  entered  a  partnership  with  his  father,  and  they 
engaged  in  the  grist  milling  business  and  later  built  a  saw  mill  and  cabinet 
shot.  People  came  many  miles  to  get  t-.eir  furniture  made  to  order  and  had  their 
old  furniture  repaired.  They  also  mace  coffins-  John  employed  4  men,  usually, 
in  his  cabinet  shop,  add  they  worked  from  five  o'clock  A.M.  until  9  o'clock  P.h. 
He w as  very  just  but  firm  with  his  employees,  dome  years  later,  Christian  also 
built  a  grist  mill,  one  half  mile  down  the  stream  on  Apple  Creek,  as  the  one 
mill  could  not  do  all  the  grinding  that  was  brought  to  the  mill.  Many  years  they 
were  soccrowded  with  custom  work  that  they  had  to  run  tl  eir  mills  day  and  night, 
and,  in  case  of  emergency,  would  grind  on  bunday,  but  only  in  such  cases. 

The  pioneer  Planks  were  men  of  more  than  ordinary  talents.  Bening  natural 
mechanics,  they  could  turn  their  hand  to  anything.  They  were  men  of  good  judge¬ 
ment  and  made  good  use  of  it.  Among  the  early  pioneers,  there  were  farmers, 
millers,  cabinet  makers,  blacksmiths  and  dentists,  the  people  coming  many  miles 
to  have  their  teeth  extracted.  Because  of  their  skill,  they  soon  became  very 
popular  and  accommodated  the  people  in  almost  any  line  of  business.  Yet,  as  they 
had  to  deal  w ith  allclasses  of  people,  they  met  with  many  difficulties  and  be¬ 
cause  of  the  many  obstacles  thrown  in  thejrr  pathway  in  early  life,  had  to  make 
sacrifices  in  order  to  get  along  agreeably. 

Their  nearest  market  was  Cleveland,  50  miles  north.  As  the  roads  were  very 
bad,  a  number  of  them  vTould  go  together,  as  one  man  on  the  road  alone  was  not 
able  to  get  through.  They  would  often  mire  with  their  loads,  and  be  compelled 
to  help  each  ob  er  out.  Their  outfits  consisted  of  large  wagon,  covered,  with 
from  4  to  6  horses  hitched  to  each  wagon.  It  would  take  from  6  to  8  days 
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to 


make  the  trip  there  and  return. 

Some  years  later,  a  canal  was  built,  running  from  Cleveland  south  through 
Clinton,  Fulton  and  ^as si lion,  vh  ich  then  became  the  market  towns.  The  country 
now  becoming  more  settled,  they  had  much  better  roads  and  marketing  was  done 
morg4asily.  They  (grandfather  and  brother,  John,  I  presume)  followed  the  mill¬ 
ing  business,  buhing  wheat  and  manufacturing  it  into  flour,  and  delivered  it  to 
the  above-named  towns  where  it  was  either  sold  or  shipped  to  the  larger  markets. 

In  those  days, they 'either  trapped  out  their  wheat  with  horses  or  thrashed  it 
out  with  a  flail.  This  was  a  tedious  job  and  generally  done  in  winter.  Mr.  D.  H. 
Plant,  the  author  of  this  letter,  says,  "I  remember  well,  when  dressed  in  coarse 
flax  trousers,  of  riding  the  horses  for  my  father  many  a  day,  until  it  would 
almost  gall  the  horses'  backs.  I  was  about  as  glad  to  get  off  the  horse  as  the 
horse  was  to  get  rid  of  me.  After  the  wheat  was  tramped  out  and  seperated  from 


the  straw,  it  was  then 
,  the  chaff  and  wheat, 
the  chaff." 

Seeing  the  need  of 


separated  from  the  chaff,  on  a  windy  day,  by  throwing  it 
into  the  air,  and  the  wind  would  separate  the  wheat  f  rom 


In  those 
to  take  part 


days , 

of  it 


uuw  something  better,  the  Planks  invented  a  fanning  mill  to 
separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  which  proved  bo  be  of  great  sucdess  2Q08XXX 
along  this  line.  These  mills  were  manufactured  at  John  Plank's  cabinet 
shop  and  known  as  the  Plank  Mill,  and  .gold  all  over  the  country. 

.  .  In, the  early  days,  t he, Planks t raised  flax (Presume  they  raised  cane,  too), 
wmcn  they  manufactured  into  fabrics  from  which  they  made' their  own  clothes 
bedding,  towels,  grain  sacks,  etc.  ' 

How  the  good  old  mothers  did  toil  and  labor  until  tii®  flax  was  ready  for 
the  weaver.  The  men  would  beeak  ihe  flax  and  women  would  scoutch  (?)  it  and  get 
it  ready  to  spin,  which  was  cone  in  the  most  skillful  manner,  making  their  own 
line  thread  that  could  not  be  excelled  anywhere.  During  the  lone  winter  eve¬ 
nings,  they  would  run  a  spinning  wheel  until  10  o'clock  and  at  5  o'clock  in 

the  morning  the  hum  of  the  wheel  could  be  heard  again. 

,  The  life  of  the  early  pioneers  was  a  very  strnuous  one.  The  men  were  in 

snaps  and  mills  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  and  until  late  at  niaht .  They 
were  not  accustomed  to  loaf ing  a  round  country  stores  in  the  evening,  whittling 
store  coxes  spinning  yarnr,  or  devising  plans  by  which  they  miaht  find  easier 
joes  or  dictate  as  to  what  Uncle  Sam  should  do  for  them  to  make ‘their  tasks  more 
easy,  lessen  tneir  hours  and  increase  tneir  wages. 

wheat  sola  at  40  or  50  cents  per  bushel,  end  the  farmer  had 
.  trade.  They  would  Exchange  their  grain  for  leather  fish 

+hkhbkU<h  °  ncr  blngs  ”e?ded  in  the  home  they  could  not  grow  or'make 

tnemsilves .  eatner  they  naa  to  have  to  make  their  harness,  shoes  and  boots 

which  were  frequently  manufactured  at  home  on  the  farm.  Boots  and  shoes  were  not 

maae  of  sp_it  leatner  m  those  days,  but  of  heavy  cowhide,  one  pair  lasting  a 

year  or  more.  y 

They  would  take  their  wool  and  boys  tot  he  hatter,  have  the  boys'  heads 
measured  i or  Mts,  wmcn  were  made  to  fit  and  were  about  as  hard  as  a  board  but 
the3^kept  their  heads  warm,  and  wore  well.  ' 

The  old  mothers,  in  those  days,  wore  plain  straw  hats,  which  were  worn  with 
low  crown  and  wide  brim  and  made  of  rye  straw.  These,  they  wore  when  riding  on 

thf^hbaCk'  pringJhem  aown  over  their  heads  on  both  sides,  having  the  ends  omen, 
wmcn  gave  tnem  the  appearance  of  a  grocer's  scoop,  upside  down. 

i  u^cornir}on  '!:o  see  the  women  on  horseback  with  as  many  smaller  children 

as  co-.id  be  placed  on  the  house.  It  was  customary,  in  those  days,  to  he- ve  from 

f„  .?°  thiee,  slcG  sgadles  in  the  family,  depending  on  the  number  of  girls  in  the 
family,  as  Lney  had  to  go  either  on  foot  or  horseback,  if  they  wished  to  attend 
church  or  go  anywhere,  when  they  couldn't  all  go  on  horses,  the'  frequently  walkec 
miles  to  cnurch.  Carriages  and  fine  vehicles  were  not  known  in  those  d-ys 

built  in Hard  work,  they  progressed  a  little  further,  the  carraicre 
buiit  m  the  shape  of  moving  wagon  of  today, closed  on  both  sides,  and  the  only  ' 

olLh  ?  CT1J~a  &et  into4their  G,arriages  was  to  get  up  behind  the  horsed  and 
cl  imp  m  from  the  front  end.  Tnere  were  no  springs  under  the  bodies (or  beds)  and 
they  were  made  m  the  most  is&jSXM  simple  manner. 
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In  the  early  day  of  pioneer  life,  t  he  men  would  exchange  w orkltheneigh- 
bors' would  help  each  other)  especially  in  rolling  and  piling  logs,  as  hired 
help  in  those  days  was  scarce,  not  only  that,  but  they  had  nothin  to  hire  with, 
hence  they  were  obliged  to  assist  each  other.  Auany  times  they  would  be  logging 
for  a  week  and  over.  The  men  would  pile  the  logs  and  set  them  on  fire,  then  the 
women  would  take  charge -of  the  fires,  and  the  men  go  to  another  neighbor  and  do 
the  same,  the  women  keeping  the  fires  burning  until  the  men  returned  home  at 
night,  when t he  men  would  take  charge  of  the  fires  and  frequently  not  get  to  bed 
until  midnicht,  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  after  a  hard  day's  work  rolling  logs. 

We  can  readily  see  by  this  that  the  life  of  the  eerl}^  pioneer  was  not  an 
easy  one.  They  endured  many  hardships,  oftentimes  exposing  themselves  almost 
beyonct  endurance,  but  like  heroes,  they  faced  the  battle,  as  brave  men  and  women, 
and  f  inally  gained  the  victory.  The  mighty  oaks  fell  before  t  lem  anci  gave  way  to 
other  products  which  were  of  more  use  to  the  inhabitants. 

After  many  years  of  toil  and  exposure,  they  succeeded  inclearing  their  farms, 
improving  them  in  the  most  skillful  manner,  buklding  fine  houses,  barns  and  all 
necessary  outbuildings.  Their  farms  were  amonc  the  best  improved  in  the  country 
and  always  kept  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  Planks  did  all  their 
business  in  a  businesslike  way,  being  prompt  in  their  dealings  and  always  paying 
their  honest  debts.  "Honesty  is  the  best  policy"  was  their  motto  and  principle. 

Their  education  was  very  limited.  The  old  pioneers  could  read,  write  and 
figure  quite  well,  but  tuis  is  about  as  f  ar  as  the:  had  advanced  in  this  line. 
iua.ny  good  old  mothers  could  not  write  t  heir  own  name  and  about  the  only  book 
tneycould  read  was  the  bib  le,  this,  excepting  the  primary  books,  being  about 
the  only  books  in  school,  in  those  days,  but  as  they  journeyed  along  in  life, 
they  saw  the  necessity  of  a  better  education,  built  schoolhouses,  hired  good 
teachers,  sent  their  children  to  school  regularly,  and  gave  them  what  they  termed 
a  good  common  school  education,  vis:  reading,  writing  and  arithmatic;  grammer  and 
geography  not  being  considered  necessary. 

We  now  find  the  Planks,  mens,  and  women,  in  all  professions  and  vocations 
of  life- -preachers ,  teachers,  lawyers,  doctors,  merchants,  mechinics,  R.  R.  agent 
and  farmers.  ixaving  grown  in  number  very  numerous,  we  find  them  in  every  state  of 
the  Union.  As  to  their  religion  and  work  in  the  church,  they  were  very  much  devot 
Ed  to  their  God  and  church,  and  true  to  each  other,  their  characters  above  re¬ 
proach.  1he]r  firmly  believed  in  the  church  supporting  itself,  to  provide  for 
their  aged  brot  .ers  and  sisters  in  the.  church,  and  also  to  care  for  the  poor,  for 
which  purpose  they  would  lay  up  alms.  1hey  not  onl}^  cared  for  their  own  people, 
but  -were  always  willing  and  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  thosw  who  needed 
their  services  otherwise. 

They  truly  believed  in  keeping  sacred  the  Sabbath  days  and  fasting  and  all¬ 
owing  no  work  on  many  otht r  days.  Now,  in  conclusion,  I  would  say,  as  we  have  met 
here  today,  and  never  before  face  to  face,  to  form  a.  better  acquaintance  of  each 
other,  as  children  of  the  different  Planks,  as  wTe  think  of  our  forefathers  who 
have  gone  ahead  and  opened  the  way  for  us  to  follow,  where  wo  Id  we  have  been 
today,  had  it  not  been  for  the  honest  endeavor,  the  many  sacrifices  they  made, 
and  hardships  they  endured  for  our  good. 

Although  they  have  passed  on,  and  their  bodies  lie  smouldering  in  the  crave, 
awaiting  the  resurrection,  let  us  ever  remember  our  pioneer  parents,  and  try  to 
live  a  righteous  life,  as  we  firmly  believe  they  did,  and  at  last,  when  our  re¬ 
unions  here  on  earth  are  ended  and  our  work  is  done,  may  we  be  so  unspeakably 
happy  as  to  meet  our  dear  old  forefathers,  mothers,  brothers,  sisters,  and  all 
other  relatives  in  a  grand  reunion  in  the  Glorious  Mansions  above,  where  parting 
will  be  no  more. 

(Copied  by  8.  p.  x^artzler,  at  M.  8.  Yoders',  LaFeria,  Texas,  Jan.  23,  1926,  from 
a  copy  found  in  one  of  the  drawers  of  a  bureau  purchased  by  Mrs.  Susie  (Plank) 
Yoder  at  the  family  sale  of  her  parents,  after  their  death.  This  bureau  was  man¬ 
ufactured  by  her  great  Uncle,  John  Plank,  over  100  years  ago,  at  his  shop  located 
on  Apple  Creek,  between  Wooster  no  Smithville,  Ohio) 

(D.  H.  Pla.nk  was  David  H.,  son  of  Isaac  J.  Plank  and  Elizabeth (Nof singer )  Plank. 
Isaac  was  a  brother  of  Christian  J.  Plank,  and  Christian  J.  and  Mary  (Mosser  or 
Musser)  Plank  waee  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Susis  (Plank)  Yoder) 
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(  Copied  by  Mrs.  Vivian  Yoder  Warole  (Warble?),  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Susie 
Plank  Yoder,  from  3.  P.  Hartzler's  manuscript  found  with  the  Secretary's 
book  of  the  Christian  J.  Plank  Famioy  Reunion) 

(  Copied  by  W.  E.  Barr  on  Jan.  25,  1959,  from  a  copy  of  the  above  in  the 
posession  of  Miss  Ina  I.  Plank,  of  Goshen,  Indiana.). 


(  Copied,  Nov.  31,  1962,  by  Walter  L.  Van  Brocklin-  3064  South  60th  Street 
Apt."  3,  Milwaukee  19,  Wisconsin.  Walter  Van  Brocklin  is  a  gr.gr .gr.gr. grand¬ 
son  of  John  Melchoir  &  Margaret  Plank,  through  their  son,  Christian-  through 
his  son,  Christian-  through  his  son,  Christian-  through  his  daughter,  Ada, 
through  her  daughter  Nellie  (%omas)  Van  Brocklin.  -  Wilford  E.  Barr,  of 
52155  Portage  Road,  South  Bend  28,  Indiana,  mailed  the  above  to  me  to  be 
copied.  Wilford  Barr  is  married  to  a  gr.gr, gr.gr. granddaughter  of  John  & 
i4argaret  Plank  through  their  son,  J^cob-  through  JacobSs  daughter,  Fanny,  b. 
Jehuary  29,  1805,  who  married  Peter  Schrock) 


Following  is  some  additional  notes  sent  by  W,  E.  Barr:  "Annie  Adeline  Schrock, 
born  April  17,  1860,  was  an  only  daughter  of  Cornelius  &  Magdelena  (Bontrager) 
Schrock.  She  had  twelve  brothers.  Cornelius  Schrock  was  a  son  of  Peter 

and  Fanny  (Plank)  Schrock.  Peter  Schrock  kas  born  A'Aa.r.  22,  1801-  died  July  5,1885i 
aged  84  yrs,  3  mo.  and  17  days.  Peter  was  a  son  of  Joseph (John? )  Schrock.  Joseph 
(John?)  was  born  in  1784.  Joseph  (JOhn?)  had  eight  brothers  &  one  sister: 

Henry,  John,  Christian,  Nicholas,  N-stie,  David,  Abraham,  Jacob  and  Peter. 

Joseph  (JOHN?)  Schrock  was  the  son  of  Casper  Schrock.  Casper  Schrock  was  born 
in  Switzerland  in  1745.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Stuckey  of  Germany.  Peter  Schrock 
was  married  to  Fanny  Plank.  Fanny  Plank  was  born  in  1805-  died  in  1899,  aged 
94  years.  She  was  a.  daughter  of  John  Plank.  John  Plank  was  born  in  Lancaster  Co., 
pe.,  July  31,  1792;  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  John,  Jr.,  at  Pulaski,  Iowa, 

Dec.  31,  1888,  aged  96  years,  5  mo.,  XKHXX  He  came  with  his  family  to  Davis 
County,  Iowa  in  1859.  He  was  the  father  of  eleven  children  among  them  John  Plank, 
Esq.,  of  that  city.  His  wife  died  in  1866.  Father  Plank  lived  far  beyond  the 
period  usually  allotted  to  men.  Not  one  man  of  ten  thousand  are  honored  with  so 
long  a  life.  Father  Plank  lived  under  all  the  Presidondiial  Administrations  in 
the  history  of  our  country  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  seven  years  old  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  Geor'  e  Washington.  He  was  for  78  years  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Mennonite  Church.  His  funeral  was  largely  attended  and  was  conducted  by 
Rev.  J.  Q.  Robertson,  Rev.  Corlet  &  Rev.  Barber  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Pulaski. 
(This  information  concerning  John  Plank  seems  to  be f  airly  complete  or  correct 
j£h£Lv  but  John  Plank  was  the  brother  of  Fanny  Plank  and  the  eldest  son  <3:  child  of 
Jacob  d:  Mary  Plank,  while  Fanny  was  the  8th  child.)  From  Clyde  W.  Yoder,  Topeka, 
Indiana.  His  mother,  Fannie  Schrock  Eash  Yoder-  her  father  Cornelius  Schrock, 
son  of  Peter.  Another  note  at  bottom  of  page:  "  Johnstown,  Cambria  County-North 
of  Sommer set" 

Another  note:  "  I  ran  across  a 
ical  accord  of  0&G&X  Wayne  and 
lb 2 .  "SoTomon  K.  Plank, 


biographical  sketch  in  the  Commemorative  Biograph- 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  1889,  by  J.  .  l  eers  A  Co. 
pat  e  iq z.  "Solomon  jg.  J^iam:,  Green  Twp ,  V/a y ne~ ' Co . ,  Ohio,  born  there  march  17, 
1837,  Bis  great-grandfather  was  i4elchoir  Plank,  native  of  Rotterdam,  Holland. 

ACC IP ENTRY,  HE  &  his  wife  stowed  away  on  a  ship  to  America.  Solo  to  a  Mrs. 

Morgan,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  to  pay  passage.  They  had  a  fa  ily  o..  six-  Jacob, 
Christian,  John,  Peter,  Barbara,  &  Margaret.  Jacob,  Christian  &  John  married 
sisters  named  Yoder.  J:  cob  &.  Mary  Yoder  Plank  were  grandparents  of  Solomon  K. 
Plank.  Jacob  died  Jan,  10,  1851,  age  83-2  mo -X4X  4  d.;  Mary  died  AXarch  28 
age  79-1  mo-  15  d.  ^acob^d  Mary  had  a  family  of  twelve,  including  John, 

17  92;  Christian,  b.  1793;  '  ary,  b.  1801;  °acob  b.  1795;  Barbara  b.  1797; 

Df-,vid,  b.  1799;  Mary  b.  1801;  Jeptha,  b.  1803;  Fanny,  b.  ^an  29,  1805- (she  m'd 
Peter  Schrock)  Abraham  and  Sarah  (twins)  b.  1807;  Salome,  b.  1809;  and  Rebecca, 
b.  1811.  Mrs.  Barr,  added  a  note  that  he  has  a  photocopy  oi  the  bible  record  of 
Christian  Plankf  of  theabove  children)  b.  1793. 
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PLZUiK:  MOTES-  Some  whr  h  connect  with  data  of  Ross  D.  Plank  of 

Los  "ngeles:  ' 

Excerpts  from  a  letter  written  by  Louise  E.  Plank,  of  Bentonville,  Arkansas: 

w««.Our  PlanV-«  ra^+4-1  •»  «  r*  — —  ~  t-  —X  -l  *  *  * 


h*  rally:  p  L  A  N  C  K 

•<»  *  -  ..  t  \  i  .  u  .  .  f;  .  ...  '  *  ■> 

Arms:  D1  assure  uu  lion  or,  couronne  duo  roeine. 

Crest;  La  lion  lasuont  outre  deux  proboaois,  coupus  alternately  d’azur, 
d*or. 

' v  *  ■  "*'**'  ^  -■  *  '  ■' ,  •  Jl  *  »  v/  ^  ,  '*• 

Authority;  He search  at  the,  Newberry  Genealogical  Library  and  the 
Public  Library  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  This  description  was 
round  inJ^Generalo  Illustrated  Arsori&l",  bv  J .  B.  Pelts  tap, 
volume  5  plate-  L-XTV.  This  volume  is  certain  to  be  in  tho  hew 
fork  City  Public  Library  and  perhaps  in  other  large  Libraries. 
This  oout  of  arms  was  registered  fox'  the  ?  LA  SC  ft  family  of 
ffurtteaberg. 

Interpretation  of  the  hearsldic  description:  The  shield  (utstaa)  is  blue 
{Df  asure)  and  upon  this  is  a  lion  of  gold  ( au  lion  or).  Be  ie  oro wnedd 
(S&uronne)  the  sarne  (due  mine)  --meaning  the  same  tincture--  gold. 

The  crest  is  the  lion  issuing  between  (entre)  deux  pjpebeAi-proboscis 
(two  elephant  trunks)  which  are  divided  (aoupus)  alternately  with  blue 
end  gold  (df  azur,  d*  or.) 

Soteas  To  the  design  based  on  this  official  heraldic  description  a 
knight1  a  helmet  and  cloak,  cr*  mantle,  have  been  added.  This  ie  u  custom 
when  blazoning  In  tinctures  but  the  two  items  have  no  specific  part  in 
the  family  history. 

Their  addition  and  arrangement  indicate  the  way  the  PLaWOK  knightly 
ancestors  liked  to  make  such  a  display  --  a  custom  of  the  time. one 
must  understand  that  the  right  to  bear  arms  made  one  in  the,  ^Oentlaamn’1 
class  of  society  and  of  equal  or  greater  iffipobtonoe  his  wife,  then,  was 
a  f  Lady* •  This  was  in  a  time  when  ,1ust  to  be  culled,  11  Herr"  (or  Ulster) 
wee  a  nice*  honor  oi*  a  local  nature.  Thus  such  a  display  of  tho  arms  was 
a.  jabber  of  great  social  sl?*nlficance. 

The  urrangerient  allows  how  the  knight  hung  his  shield  on  a  wall  peg, 
then  took  his  helmet  with  the  crest  attached  and  hung  that  on  the  same 

peg  and  over  the  shield.  Lastly  ho  removed  his  cloak  and  draped  that 
over  thebe  ltsot  with  ends  fulling  to  each  side  of  the  shield.  This  cloak 
is  indicated  torn  as  if  the  knight  had  been  in  the  thick  part  of  the 

contest. 

Our  sources  of  heraldic  data  did  not  reveal  tho  significance  of  tho 
lion,  his  crown,  or,  the  elephant  trunks  if  related  to  the  family  history 
Liens  and  elephants  do  live  in  Africa.  das  some  icember  of  the  family 
down  there  for  his  government? 

.whatever  the  meanings  —  members  of  this  family  in  America  may  be  proud 
to  have  had  armorial  ancestors  for  they  were  loaders  of  their  time. 

Aith  the  right  to  bear  arm®  a  family  did  try  to  live  bettor  lives  and 
thus  a  coat  of  arms  was  a  sort  of  rudder  of  life.  Today,  aach  is  the 
product  of  all  who  have  lived  before  him. 
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PLANK  NOTES-  Some  whr  h  connect  with  data  of  Ross  D.  Plank,  of 

Los  ^ngoles: 

Excerpts  from  a  letter  written  by  Louise  E.  Plank,  of  Bentonville,  Arkansas: 

"■..Our  Planks  settled  in  Connecticut-  then  went  westward  to  New  York  State, 
settling  near  the  Canal  built  fro  i  Buffalo  to  Albany.  Wolcott  was  the  Village 
where  they  settled  and  father  was  born  there,  as  well  as  his  parents.  Grandpa 
Plank's  brothers  settled  in  the  Northern  States...  Great  grandfather  Plank 
was  William  Plank-Fath  r  was  William  Henry  Plank. 

.....Our  Planks  that  I  have  found  are  Robert,  died  Thompson,  Conn.,  in  his 
75th  year,  Feb.  6,  1816$  Isiah  Plank,  Feb.,  1781,  Private  in  u  .  T.  Reg't . 

John  Plank  recruited  at  Providence,  1782,  he  was  of  Killingsly,  Conn.-Capt. 
William  Moulton  Company,  July  5th.  John  was  serving  May  15,  1778-  Jan.,  1779 
in  Clift  Co.  (Does  she  mean,  "Clift's  Company",  or  Clift,  Conn?-W • V .B, ) f  Also 
with  Child's  Com,  Xiay  20,  1777-discharged  Jan.  1,  1778. 

....Our  John  Ogden  (I  have  written  toask  her  whether  she  means,  "Our  John 
Ogden  Plan,  "  or  "John  ^gden,  "i>ut  as  yet,  lave  rec'd  no  r6ply-W  •  v  .B.  )Conn. 

Men  In  The  Rov&lution,  was  in  Capt.  Matthew  Mead's  Co.  disch.  9-1-1778.  Disc. 
l2ll  after  12  days  service.  In  New  York  In  The  Revolution,  James  Raymond 
served  115  days  in  1618  (1613?-  be  1  ievo  ’sKe  meant  1778-  and  did  she  me  .an, 

"John  Raymond  Plank"?  W.V.B.);  John  Me  Intyre,  211  days,  Anthony  Van  Veclten, 
H.  in  4th  Albany  Regiment.  Jellis  Fonda  served  in  2nd  Albany  Reg. ,  6-30-1775. 
(I  believe  these  men  were  in  her  ancestral  line.W.V.B.)  Isia  ,  Plank,  Private 
in  R.  I.,  John  Plank,  Private,  R.  I.,  under  Capt •  Isaac  Stone  at  Saratoga, 

Bis  one  Co.,  LEBEDIiJi  PLANKf  Private.,  August  23,  pay  starts  to  Nov.  9,;  Joseph 
Plank,  Priv,  3rd  Reg't.,  1779-80  from  July  15,  to  Dec.  14,;  Asa  Plank,  Corp., 
Capt.  Stone's  Co.,  Aug,  23, -Nov,  ^udley  Plank,  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  1781,  under 
Col.  Canf  ield's  Reg,  Justice  Plank  served  in  Child's  Co.,  *Aay  26,  1777, dischar¬ 
ged,  1-9-1778.." 

Mater  items  in  her  3e  tier  indicate  that  Reverend  James  Raymond,  John  McIntyre, 
Anthony  Van  Vechten,  Jellis  A.  Fonda,  etc,  were  not  Planks,  but  men  in  her 

ancestral  line-up. 

(s) 

From  History  of  Lewis  County,  N«Y. ,  1883:  Electors  in  present  Towm  of 
Denmark , “^a r r 1 sburg  and  Pinckney,  of  1807;  ^ 

John  Plank 

Electors  in  Town  of  Lowville,  1807: 

Lovell  Plank 
Zefeediah  Plank. 

I  A*  '  ’  %  .  t 

Ross  D.  Plank  could,  no  doubt,  enter t he  S.A.n.  on  service  of  Zebediah  Plank 
since  he  shows  his  direct  lineage  from  this  man  via  Lovell,  Sylvester,  etc. 

\  _ _ — 

There  is  a  Plank  now  living  near  Howe,  Ind. .  Those' Who  have  worked 

on  "our"  Penns'  Ivania  Plank  lineage  say  that  this  Lovell  Plank  is  not  of  our 
immediate  line  of  Planks,  i.e.  Descendants  of  John  ^elchgir  and  Margaret  Plank, 
of  Penna,  Thf®  Lovell  could  be  of  the  same  line  of  New  England  Planks. 

X.  i!— i'T., 
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